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Part B: Local Issue Response

ISSUES IN THE COMMUNITY OF MISSISSAUGA THAT ARE AFFECTING YOUTH’S ABILITY TO PLAY

Given that Mississauga is Canada'’s sixth largest city, with nearly 100,000 youth ages 10
to 19 (Census 2006), determining only one local issue affecting youth's ability to play is
no simple feat. With such a large geographical area and diverse population, it is
understandable that a variety of barriers to play may exist,

Through community feedback and strategic planning sessions, the City of Mississauga
identified a strong desire to ensure that our city was one where youth thrived; however,
there was a lot of work that needed to be done to get us there. In June of 2004, the
Future Directions five year Master Plan for Recreation & Parks recommended that: “A
strategy for addressing the needs of teens should be developed by the City in
partnership with the Library, Neighbourhood Watch Youth Outreach Program, the
school boards and the Region of Peel." Further the report indicated that: “the Youth
Strategy should identify issues related to the recreational and social support needs of
Mississauga teens and how these needs can be addressed through City programs,
facilities and services."

The City’s Strategic Framework and Priorities Work plan "Moving Forward" January 2006
document specifically identified, "Develop a Youth Strategy"” within the Embracing
Diversity priority.

In October of 2007, the City of Mississauga initiated a process that would assist in the
development of an official Mississauga Youth Plan. In an effort to fully engage youth in
the process, the Students Commission of Canada (Centre for Excellence for Youth
Engagement) was hired to conduct public consultations specific to youth — the first of its
kind in our city. The scope of the plan targeted youth aged 12-24 and the Students
Commission of Canada recruited a Core Youth Team of 15 youth who participated
throughout the entire process. The work of the consultation and engagement of youth
took place from January through to May of 2008 and included: (Reference B-1)

e Conducting an Environmental Scan
e Consulting youth through an Engagement process; and
¢ Developing recommendations for Mississauga's Youth Plan

Some weaknesses (or issues) that were identified through this process included:

e Transportation in Mississauga

o A lack of unstructured, less supervised social spaces
e Underutilized space in schools

o Accessibility issues (costs of registration/ equipment)




e Alack of leadership and decision-making opportunities for youth
o A lack of facilities in areas of growth

o A lack of awareness of programs and services

e Language and cultural barriers

As aresult of the great work conducted by the Core Youth Team and the Students
Commission of Canada, the Mississauga Youth Plan came together in 2009 (Reference
B-2). Some exciting potential came with the vision that Mississauga would be a youth
and young-adult friendly city that is respectful, inclusive and forward-thinking; a city
where youth are meaningfully engaged and thrive as equal members of the
community. The guiding values of respect, opportunities, communication, youth voice,
equality and shared leadership set the framework for the plan that outlined 46 specific
recommendations falling under the following five principles (Reference B-3):

1. Public transit is an essential service for youth.

2. Allyouth have the opportunity to be active in diverse programs, utilize public
spaces and develop skills

3. The contribution of young people in community decision-making, program
development and public policy is valued and reflective of the diverse youth
population.

4. Youth are involved in achieving social responsibility.,

5. Youth friendly communities are built on respectful youth and adult partnerships.

The implementation of the plan began in 2009 and is scheduled to be completed in
2012. Mississauga is a city that strives for continuous improvement and understands that
making Mississauga youth friendly is not a project that can ever be terminated. As
such, council has committed funding on an ongoing basis as part of the regular
operating budget. We are now transitioning from the Mississauga Youth Plan phase into
the Mississauga Youth Movement, which promises to continue to advocate for youth for
vears to come.

In 2008, the City of Mississauga submitted an application to Playworks to be considered
for the Youth Friendly Community designation. At the time, we understood the areas of
weakness and were not expecting the designation. However, the process was
beneficial as it affrmed the information that was coming out of the youth engagement
sessions and validated the importance of the work that needed to be done. The
unsuccessful application was added motivation to Council and Senior Management to
ensure the Youth Plan went into motion.

In the last five years, Mississauga has made significant strides in working towards a youth
friendly community. With quarterly reporting fo Council and senior management,
successes are celebrated and we are constantly evolving to meet the needs of young
people in a growing and increasingly sophisticated society. (Reference B-4) There
have been numerous successes in working fowards this goal. Some notable highlights
in response to the initial areas of weakness identified by the Students Commission
include:

(-
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( Issues Example of Response

Transportation e Bus routes changed to meet school
needs

o GTA transit working together to accept
transfers

e Transit Ambassador program to
encourage transit use in high schools

e Transit iPhone Application developed

Unstructured Social Spaces e Several community centres have taken
steps to convert their lobbies or rooms
into youth drop-in centres (ie.g. pool
tables, fooseball, video games, etc)

Underutilized Space in Schools | ¢ Community Use of School program
ensures schools are well utilized by youth
at reduced rates

Accessibility (Cost) e Youth Plan funding allowed community
cenftre to increase the no-cost drop in
programming city-wide (e.g. Free Drop
In Hip Hop at McKechnie CC)

Leadership/ Decision-Making o As aresult of the Youth Plan, each locall
Opportunities community has an Advisory Committee.
Youth have the opportunity to choose
what activities are run, how the youth
budget is spent, and speak up about
any concerns they have.

Lack of Facilities in Areas of e New recreation facilities have been

Growth opened in the newly developed areas
(Churchill Meadows & Courtney Park)

Language and Cultural e Several agencies have recently

Barriers received funding and continue to offer

services (e.g. Newcomer's Centre of
Peel, Dixie Bloor Neighbourhood
Centre)

As aresult of the Youth Plan and current Mississauga Youth Movement, youth serving
agencies are coming together, dialoguing and forming new partnerships. The City has
a growing database of youth serving agencies currently with over 125 agencies listed
(Reference B-5). While we do believe that Mississauga meets the requirements for a
Playworks Youth Friendly Community, we know that our pursuit does not stop there as
there will always be more that we can do and opportunities for innovation.
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Mississauga Youth Plan
Youth Engagement Report

“Make youth feel welcome. Have great opportunities and support programs in place, and a
campaign to get youth engaged.” — Youth respondent, 2008

Executive Summary

In 2007, the City of Mississauga initiated a process that would help develop an official
Mississauga Youth Plan, working with a consultant The Students Commission, lead of The
Centre of Excellence for Youth Engagement. It was the first time that the City has encouraged
a public consultation specific to youth. Entrenched in the vision was the rationale that a
meaningful, responsive and relevant plan for its youngest citizens would have to be developed
with, and not for, young people. In fall 2007, work began on a strategy that would engage a
diverse population of young people, so that when it was completed, the Mayor and Council,
City of Mississauga staff, community agencies and young people themselves would have the
confidence that this plan was born in partnership with all stakeholders. The work of the
consultation and engagement of youth unfolded January to May of 2008.

In total, 1,130 people have given input; 810 young people filled out a survey and 320 people
attended public meetings. There were 15 public meetings, one in each Ward for youth aged 12
to 18 and four city-wide meetings: one for youth aged 19-24, one for youth aged 12 -18, one
open and one for youth agency personnel. At the public meetings, the City used for first time,
electronic polling devices, so that youth at the meetings could both discuss issues and provide
data through individual hand-held response devices.

In-depth and continuous youth engagement was achieved through the development of a Youth
Team, which became part of the consultant’'s team. Fifteen youth were recruited, trained and
supported to help lead the process and became the core of the Mississauga Youth Team.
These young people helped develop various tools to collect information, including an on-line
and paper survey, instant polling of youth during the face-to-face ward consultations and city-
wide forums, taking notes from discussions. Led by the Youth Team with the support of
consultants and City staff, 810 young people filled out the survey and 320 people attended the
public meetings in order to share their ideas, experiences and insights into how to build upon
Mississauga’s strengths and become a more youth friendly city. The Youth Team also
participated in the One Vision Visioning Symposium, February 1-2, held as part of the
Conversation 21 consultation: Our Future Mississauga.

As the second report in a series of reports for the Youth Plan’, the Youth Engagement Report
describes how young people became engaged in the process and how their engagement was
sustained. It summarizes the results of the survey, face-to-face consultations and forums

' The Environmental Scan Report was the first report; it summarizes key issues, trends and opportunities as identified by a
review of effective practices in Canada and around the world and interviews of key informants including City Councillors
and community agency leaders.
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strategy, and highlights the city’s use of new electronic public consulting technology for the first
time. It sheds light on who participated and how they feel about Mississauga, what they
celebrate as working and what they identify should be improved. It provides the voices of a
diverse group of stakeholders who took the time and energy to match the commitment of the
City of Mississauga and the City Councillors who attended the meetings in their wards to
ensure that the Mississauga Youth Plan is shaped by the needs and ideas of its children and
youth.

Engaging young people at the civic level can be challenging. This report highlights some of the
barriers faced when working to consult in partnership with young people and the learning that
arose. ltillustrates how the capacity of both young people and the City has increased to work
in partnership with each other in order to implement components of the Mississauga. Youth
Plan. It also recognizes the assets that helped ensure a very successful process and explores
the next steps in the development of the Mississauga Youth Plan.

There are 3 major components to this Engagement Report

o Recruitment and Engagement of Core Youth Team as part of Consultants Team (15
youth)

o Results of the Survey (810 youth)

o Results of the Face-to-Face Public Meetings: 11 Ward Consultations and 4 city-wide
Forums (320 youth and adults)

Across all three strategies for engagement, common issues, city strengths, and suggestions
emerged. Of the youth consulted: 46% were 12-15, 47% were 16-19, and 7 % were 18-24. The
diversity of Mississauga was represented, with varying academic track records, some in
school, some out, varying economic needs and diverse ethnic backgrounds. Sixty-eight
percent were born in Canada, and 72% had lived in Mississauga for more than 5 years, but
68% of their mothers and 71% of their fathers were not born in Canada. There were
participants from all wards. Except for a few minor exceptions, noted in the detailed statistical
tables, there was a consistency of viewpoints, ideas, and suggestions across the city. A key
challenge is the drop-off in participation rates in the 16-19, and 19-24 categories, and
particular challenges around the participation of girls in sports-related activities.

This youth consultation supports the results from the key informants’ interviews for The
Environmental Scan in identifying inadequate public transportation as the most commonly cited
barrier to a child and youth friendly city. It's also the area that emerges as the top priority of
youth for public spending. In the survey 45% said transportation was the top priority for
spending and 71.6% cited locations too far away or lack of transportation (66.4%) as barriers
to participation.

Shopping outranks all other activities and public spaces that young people participate in and
are most proud of in the city. 80% are very proud or somewhat proud, giving shopping the
highest rating over all other survey items, which included housing, diversity, community
centres, and parks.

In terms of participation, this is what they said they are doing through the survey: 85.8% have

gone to a library, 66.2% have volunteered in their community, 69.3% have participated in a
drop-in activity at a community centre, 65.0% have done extra-curricular school-based sports,
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64.8% have participated in extra-curricular school-based clubs, 55.2% have participated in
organized sport through Recreation and Parks, 54.5% have participated in organized sport not
through Recreation and Parks.

In terms of youth friendliness, 58.1% thought that schools/colleges/universities were youth-
friendly places, 49.1% thought that shopping malls were youth friendly and 48.3% said movie
theatres were youth-friendly. One-third or more of the respondents indicated community
centres (36.1%) and public parks (34.7%) as youth-friendly places.

In general throughout the consultations, young people thought that there should be more
opportunities and this belief increased with their age. Top of the list across all three age
groups was a focus on employment and apprenticeship programs. In terms of general themes,
the top request was for more informally structured programs and spaces. In terms of planning
what opportunities and programs need to be created, the young people created a long and
wide-ranging list: from extreme sports to cricket, to dance, music, video and arts.

However, marketing and educational needs may supersede specific program requests. Young
people learn about opportunities and participate in them primarily through word-of-mouth
(80.4% survey.). This was true of the consultation process as well, where 22.77 % of youth
attended because of a word-of-mouth invitation from the Youth Team, 16.28% learned about
the consultations from friends, and 18.60% heard about it from a community staff person. In
the survey, 42% said that they were somewhat aware of opportunities and 65.6% said that
they were not aware of programs and activities. What emerged was a lack of awareness of
what programs, services and opportunities do exist, and/or a lack of interest in seeking
information from the sources that City programs and community agencies traditionally use to
communicate. . (These results re lack of awareness of existing programs align with a previous
Recreations and Parks Consultation with youth at the 2006 Mississauga’s Youth Summit,
Things to Do workshop which reviewed in the Environmental Scan.)

It may well be that many young people need different approaches to learn about and be
encouraged to attend what already exists, with youth-responsive adjustments and
enhancements to programs, services and facilities that already exist.

Cost of programs joins transportation as a theme that emerges as a barrier to participation
both in the face-to-face consultations and in the survey where 65.6% said the cost of programs
was too much. '

“The cost for the stuff, like the community activities and recreational things are a little too
expensive for a family with a low budget. | really want to continue my strength for Volleyball.
Even my teacher said that | should be on a team, but the price is expensive and it would be a
waste of valuable money that my family needs to have food on our plates. It's not that they are
poor. It’s just that we don’t have enough spare money for my family to use on my development
of skills in volleyball. It would be a lot more easier if the prices for recreational and arts things
would be a little cheaper.”

For the future, 62% say that they want to have more of a say in the city’s future and in making
decisions about how the city runs. There were many suggestions about how to broaden the
opportunities for young people to become and remain involved in decision-making, including
strengthening opportunities to build the capacity of youth to lead and represent greater
diversity. Racism and exclusion were sub-themes that surfaced throughout the consultation;
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types of youth whether by race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, academic achievement, or
interest tend to cluster in programs and activities to the exclusion of others.

It is important to note that the major themes, issues and ideas from youth in this consultation
align both strategically and tactically with other major consultations already completed or in
process for the city. These include Conversation 21: Our Future Mississauga and the Older
Adult Report. Transit figures prominently in both consultations, as does valuing and promoting
social diversity and inclusion. Pillar Two for Conversation 21 is Ensuring that Youth, Older
Adults and New Immigrants thrive.

The next steps in the development of the Mississauga Youth Team is for the Youth Core Team
working with the city staff and the consultant to develop a Framework and Action Plan that will
address the themes, issues and opportunities raised through the youth engagement process.

The Framework and Action Plan, after its review by city staff, will then be supported by an
Implementation Plan and submitted to the City, and ultimately to City Council in a presentation
by members of the Youth Core Team.

The Youth Engagement Process and its results demonstrate the value of young people being
actively involved in planning and executing plans for programs that are designed to impact
them. The single finding that word-of-mouth is how they receive their information and what
prompts them to get involved suggests the significance of continuing to engage young people
throughout the development and implementation of the plan.
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OUR FUTURE TO HOLD

Youth Plan Vision
"Mississauga is a youth and young adult friendly city that is respectful, inclusive and forward thinking; a
city where youth are meaningfully engaged and thrive as equal members of the community."

Guiding Values

1. Respect

2. Opportunities

3. Communication
4, Youth voice

5. Equality

6. Shared leadership

The following highlights Q1 results for 2011 achieved within each of the MYP Principles

@WAY The new Mississauga Transit
Transportation ;

.School outreach program has reached 33 schools and 2500 students

11 secondary schools have a total of 16 "Miway youth ambassadors" promoting use of transit
through school PA announcements, linking Miway web to their schools web, competing in
creating one idea to engage students, winner will get 1 yr free transit and an | pod touch

Bd superintendent approved rolling out Miway youth ambassador program in all schools
Miway applications for blackberry/iphone devices approved (will allow you to look up bus
schedules, google your route map)

PEYA (youth advisory for Miway) deputation to Council on transit April 13

Program Delivery

14,408 youth participants in CC & Library drop in program/events

participation has already reached 68% of last years 2010 total participation

465 youth volunteers( 3,144 volunteer hours) engaged youth programs

Huron added new At Play for older ages = 30 participants, 8 volunteer ambassadors @ 256
volunteer hrs

Malton put 18 youth through Leadership in Training

Cawthra CC & new partner Lakeview Alternative School fitness and skate program = 117
participants addressing need in priority neighbourhood

Burnhamthorpe CC partner Faith Sanctuary drew 280 youth to Marlies Day event

Clarkson CC sleep over 30 youth dance, games, movie, sing a long, breakfast

Youth Engagement

youth coordinator assistant hired to re design/launch youth web & develop various means of
communication, implement youth symposium, program civic skateplaza



$65K additional youth plan budget allocated to 5 new partners and 3 existing community hubs
for new initiatives

388 youth currently participating on CC and Library youth advisory committees

Youth Coordinator participated in Youth Adult Partnership workshop hosted by EYAP

Youth Coordinator and Assistant met with 10 Councillors individually re: Youth Plan

youth led symposium is scheduled and confirmed for July 29 on Celebration Square

Social Responsibility

PCYI hired youth coordinator

PCYI rolled out youth strategic plan

CACD hosted Forum on Gang Crime 100 youth attended

CACD hosted Black History month 100 youth and family attended

CACD hosted Gospel Jam 500 youth attended

NEXUS linked to Civic Fitness Centre, Civic Sk8 plaza and Tower Garden to develop
programs that will address priority issues, needs and supports for their youth

Partnerships

new location for older youth programming - Woodhurst outdoor rink/ shinny for older 15-18
yrs olds = 57 participants (SCCC & Erin Mllls Youth Outreach)

23 active partnerships between CC’s/Library and youth serving agencies/groups

Celebration Sq partner has confirmed 3 new youth concert events

MYAC working with Celebration Sq during Youth week to deliver “Sauga’s Got Talent” event
Clarkson CC partnered with Blacks Photography to run successful photo contest

22 youth tree planting events scheduled for Spring

Conclusion:

L

$85K (32%) of total YP budget spent to date
partnerships are generating increased participation, program delivery & shared resources
youth advisories generating creative, new and different activities and use of city facilities

Joanne Foote

Youth Plan Co-ordinator
Recreation and Parks Division
Community Services

950 Burnhamthorpe Road West
905-615-3200 x5319
joanne.foote@mississauga.ca




OUR FUTURE TO HOLD

Q2 results for 2011
Note: Huron/Erin Meadows stat’s still to received and added

Youth Plan Vision
"Mississauga is a youth and young adult friendly city that is respectful, inclusive and forward thinking; a
city where youth are meaningfully engaged and thrive as equal members of the community."

Guiding Values

1. Respect

2. Opportunities

3. Communication
4, Youth voice

5. Equality

6. Shared leadership

Principle #1
Transportation
e 10 high schools had Mi Way ambassadors promoting peer to peer taking transit to school
instead of being driven

Principle #2
Program Delivery
e 14,700 youth participants in CC/Library and partner agency drop in program/events
Q1/ Q2 participation = 29,100 exceeds 2010 total participation by 30%
723 youth volunteers in Q2 = 55% increase over Q1
6,000 volunteer hours in Q2 = 52% increase over Q1
Dixie Bloor Neighbourhood Services Summerfest at Burnhamthorpe CC exceeded attendance of
Carasauga pavilion at Burnhamthorpe

e Peel Alternative School south({youth at risk) First Aid and CPR training that was applied to
students high school credits

e Peel Alternative School (youth at risk) south participated in weekly Fitness/Nutrition and Skating
lessons at Cawthra CC

Principle #3
Youth Engagement

e Youth Plan assistant implemented a volunteer mural project in Civic Sk8 plaza and hired
skateboard PMR'’s to program, educate and reach out to skateboarders to assist City divisions in
moderating behaviour on Celebration Square and in the Sk8 plaza(photo attached)

e 4 youth plan deputations to Council May (Meadowvale Youth) June (Clarkson VOYCE),
July(PEYA and H.E.L.P ) to Council allowing City Councillors to engage directly with youth and
create awareness of YP initiatives

e Clarkson CC and Sports Unit engaged 20 BMX youth to provide feedback and participate in
Clarkson Dirt Jump Park repair and restoration

® e o o



e Youth Action Team designed/created new logo/brand “Mississauga Youth Movement”(photo
attached) '
e Youth Action Team and MYAC have planned and organized Youth Connect 2011 event July 29
fulfilling recommendation #23 Host an annual youth led symposium.
e 23 youth serving agencies and groups have confirmed their participation to date(goal was to get
20 groups)
Principle #4
Social Responsibility
Brampton Health partnered with the YP and Square One Older Adult Centre to host a film night
featuring short films made by youth (Project Live) and Seniors (Mature Lens) 30 people both youth and
adults attended
CACD’s Pathways to Leadership serves ages 14-24 structured workshop leadership, mentorship, life
skills, decision making,budgeting, communication had 113 participants. CACD’s afterschool program
runs 5 days a week, grades 6-8, 383 participants. They ran 10 events this quarter with 677 paf‘ticipants.

Principle #5
Partnerships
e 59 youth programs and events delivered as a result of partnerships with youth serving agencies
e je: Boys and Girls Club (Chill Zone and Homework Club, Friday night mentorship group, Karate
mentorship group, Meeting on Common Ground event
e Gateway For New Canadians used South Millway Plaza “square” for youth hip hop dance demo,
face painting in conjunction with Healing Cycle group and Giant Tiger store (photos attached)

Conclusion: )
e after school drop in programming continues to be most popular/successful youth program
e partnerships are generating increased participation, program delivery & shared resources
e youth advisories generating creative, new and different activities and use of city facilities

Joanne Foote

Youth Plan Co-ordinator
Recreation and Parks Division
Community Services

950 Burnhamthorpe Road West
905-615-3200 x5319
joanne.foote@mississauga.ca




Q3 results for 2011 September 30, 2011

Youth Plan Vision
"Mississauga is a youth and young adult friendly city that is respectful, inclusive and forward thinking; a
city where youth are meaningfully engaged and thrive as equal members of the community."

Guiding Values

1. Respect

2. Opportunities

3. Communication
4. Youth voice

5. Equality

6. Shared leadership

Principle #1
Transportation
e  Mi Way participated in YouthConnect 2011 event July 29 and Mississauga Youth Movement
event Sept 24 promoting Mi Way youth ambassador program in high schools and the.new ap
download for routes and times

Principle #2
Program Delivery
e Huron/Woodlands SS partnership personal training program for 2 weeks resulted in 168
participants ;
e Huron offered 17 new one day events including trip to Pladium & Ontario Place plus trend
setting events in Ultimate Sports, Badminton, Scavenger Hunt, Deal or No Deal, So You Think
You Can Dance, Ultimate Frisbee, Dodge ball
e Clarkson operated 2 weeks of BMX camp using Clarkson Dirt Jumps, Clarkson Skateboard Park
and Lewis Ramsey outdoor pool, both weeks filled to capacity 20 kids per week, 3 youth who
had previously volunteered with trail builds and Bike Camps gained employment as camp
instructors, 20 kids were on a waiting list for the camps, the camps covered their cost and made
a profit
e Mississauga Valley “TNT” youth group muraled the outdoor court yard walls and stairway of the
community centre transforming the dull concrete to a floral mural of “clematis” beautifying
their community centre
e Mississauga Library System programs/events generated 1703 youth participants, 1,224
volunteers and 1, 118 volunteer hours



Principle #3
Youth Engagement

Youth Advisory Committee in CC's participation was 99 youth
Teen Advisory Groups in Libraries was 198 youth

YouthConnect 2011 first annual youth lead symposium

YouthConnect 2011 event July 29 (youth symposium) planned and lead by 30 youth action
volunteers

goal was to connect youth serving agencies/groups/individuals with one another to educate and
learn about what they do and who they are

2000 participants between 3pm & 9 pm

Councillor Tovey and Starr attended

36 youth serving agencies with display booths

100 participants played street hockey

80 participants played table tennis

60 participants did “art in the park”

4 live local youth bands played on stage set up in the Civic skateboard plaza, 100 kids danced ,
skateboard and listened to the bands

on main stage Celebration Square Ground Illusionz hip hop dancers entertained at 7pm and
SHAD rap/hip hop band played at 8pm

Skateboard Youth Ambassador Program

Skateboard youth ambassador program provided 3 employment positions for youth

before ambassador program civic skateboard plaza had generated 33 CSR’s

after ambassador program only 1 CSR in civic skateboard plaza

graffiti was non existent after the program was started

2000 skateboard visits to Civic Skateboard plaza between July 8 and September 23

skateboard ambassador partnership with NEXUS organized end of summer “chill” event Sept 1
in Civic skateboard plaza, 50 participants skateboarded, DJ music, 6 ft subway
subs/watermelon/drinks

event was only scheduled to be 2 hours but everyone stayed for 5 hours

Churchill Meadows skateboard ambassador program

expanded skateboard ambassador program to Churchill Meadows Skate park due to high graffiti
CSR's

within two days of start of ambassador program, graffiti vandals were identified by staff and
educated on how their actions demonize the skateboarders, costs for clean up and affect on the
neighbourhood, No further graffiti incidences occurred .

Councillor engagement

youth plan deputation to Council in September by UTM students who did a Neighbourhood
study canvassing and observing a high risk index area(Cooksville) on cleanliness, graffiti,
transportation and perception of safety

UTM followed up by leading a United In Action Day Sept 23 to clean up the same area they did
their study on , 60 students participated in graffiti and litter clean up in the pouring rain



Mississauga Youth Movement event

e 10 recreation staff formed a committee and organized an appreciation day for their youth
advisory committee youth and kick off the new name and logo “Youth Movement”

e 70 youth attended the event on Sept 24

e Mi Way bus transported the youth to Riverwood

e eventincluded a ‘motivational speaker’

e speeches by Councillor Tovey and Councillor Starr, Mayor McCallion

e games, challenges and contributing sweat equity to Riverwood by mulching a trail

e BBQ

Principle #4 Social Responsibility

e My Games youth organization has facilitated space for The Dam to locate at TL Kennedy SS,
creating a much need youth centre in this high risk index neighbourhood

Principle #5 Partnerships

e  Malton CC through CD established 11 partnerships who delivered 9 new programs, 2 drop in programs, 7
weeks of new camps, totalling 365 particpants, 42 volunteers

e  Photo voice project involved 15 Malton youth who documented through photo’s and script “what it was
like to grow up in Malton . Shown at Malton Festival and going on tour.

e  City of Mississauga was awarded by the editors of Canada’s Top 100 Employers, as one of Canada’s Top
Employers for Young People which recognizes the companies that offer the nation’s best henefits for
younger workers and evaluated according to the programs they use to attract and retain young talent.
Mississauga was the only municipality to receive this award and we were among other top companies
including GAP Adventures , Telus, Starbucks Coffee, IKEA Canada, Research In Motion, Toronto
International Film Festival, Free The Children etc

e City of Mississauga was selected to present at upcoming MBA Youth Symposium, youth plan assistant and
Ground lllusionz will co-present on how we have used hip hop culture to reach out to youth in
Mississauga and a program called “Share Our Spirit” connecting Mississauga Hip Hop Clubs to Arctic youth
Hip Hop Clubs

e Celebration Square ran 8 youth concert events, using 467 youth volunteers

o Celebration Square employed 3 youth ambassadors to provide customer service to visitors on the square,
assist Parks maintenance with litter pick ups and putting furniture away at night and assisting with
educating users of the fountain and other areas of the square. Corporate Security provide the
ambassadors with walkie talkies to report illegal activities and summon assistance when needed

Conclusion:
e summer time youth advisory committee’s not as active
e new partnerships are generating increased participation, program delivery & shared resources



o the monthly youth deputations to Council are succeeding in engaging/educating/informing members of
Council and LT of activities and actions resulting from the youth plan
Joanne Foote Youth Plan Co-ordinator
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