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DATE: October 27, 2009 

 
TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee 

Meeting Date:  November 16, 2009 
 

FROM: Edward R. Sajecki 
Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 

SUBJECT: Sign By-law 0054-2002, as amended 
Sign Variance Applications 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: That the Report dated October 27, 2009 from the Commissioner of 

Planning and Building regarding Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 
amended, and the requested six (6) Sign Variance Applications 
described in Appendices 1 to 6 to the Report, be adopted in 
accordance with the following: 

 
1. That the following Sign Variances be granted: 

 
(a) Sign Variance Application 09-05746 

Ward 2 
Bell Canada 
1466 Southdown Rd. 
 
To permit the following: 
 

 (i) One (1) illuminated fascia sign with an area of 1.25 
sq. m. (13.41 sq. ft.) erected higher than the upper 
limits of the first storey. 

  
 (b) Sign Variance Application 09-05651 

Ward 4 
HSBC 
4550 Hurontario Street 
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To permit the following: 
 
(i) Five (5) illuminated fascia signs each with a sign 

area of 0.4 sq. m. (4.3 sq. ft.). 
 
(ii) Four (4) fascia sign located above the upper limits 

of the first storey of the building. 
 
 (c)  Sign Variance Application 09-05967 

Ward 5 
Daniels Gateway Rental Communities 
720 Avonwick Ave. 
 
To permit the following: 
 
(i) One (1) ground sign not displaying the municipal 

address and displays commercial advertising. 
 
(ii) One (1) ground sign with a sign area of 2.97 sq. m. 

(31.95 sq. ft.). 
 

 (d) Sign Variance Application 09-05990 
Ward 5 
Bath & Body Works 

 5950 Rodeo Dr. 
 
 To permit the following: 
 
 (i) One (1) roof sign supported by and projecting 

above a canopy. 
 

 (e) Sign Variance Application 09-05548 
Ward 6 
Origin Evergreen 

 820 Scollard Crt. 
  
 To permit the following: 
 

(i) One (1) ground sign containing a changing copy 
sign. 
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(ii) One (1) ground sign with a sign area of 3.07 sq. 

m. (33 sq. ft.) displaying the municipal address 
and commercial advertising. 

 
 (f) Sign Variance Application 09-04903 

Ward 11 
Maple Leaf 

  6897 Financial Dr. 
 
  To permit the following: 
 

(i) One (1) additional ground sign fronting Financial 
Dr. 

 
(ii) One (1) ground sign that does not display the 

municipal address. 
 
 
 2. That the following Sign Variance not be granted: 
 
 (a) Sign Variance Application 09-05548 

Ward 6 
Origin Evergreen 
820 Scollard Crt. 
 
To permit the following: 
 

 (i) One (1) fascia sign located on the south elevation of 
the building. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Municipal Act states that Council may, upon the application of 

any person, authorize minor variances from the Sign By-law if in the 
opinion of Council the general intent and purpose of the By-law is 
maintained. 

 
 
COMMENTS:  The Planning and Building Department has received six (6) Sign 

Variance Applications (see Appendices 1 to 6) for approval by 



  BL.03-SIG (2009) 
Planning and Development Committee - 4 - October 27, 2009 
 

Council.  The application is accompanied by a summary page 
prepared by the Planning and Building Department which includes 
information pertaining to the site location; the applicant's proposal; 
the variance required; an assessment of the merits (or otherwise) of 
the application; and a recommendation on whether the variance 
should or should not be granted. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Not applicable. 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  Council may authorize minor variances from Sign By-law 0054-

2002, as amended, if in the opinion of Council, the general intent 
and purpose of the By-law is maintained.  Sign By-law 0054-2002, 
as amended, was passed pursuant to the Municipal Act.   In this 
respect, there is no process to appeal the decision of Council to the 
Ontario Municipal Board, as in a development application under the 
Planning Act. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Bell Canada 
 Appendix 1-1 to 1-7 
 
 HSBC 
 Appendix 2-1 to 2-16 
 
 Daniels Gateway Rental Communities 
 Appendix 3-1 to 3-7 
 

Bath & Body Works 
Appendix 4-1 to 4-6 
 
Origin Evergreen 
Appendix 5-1 to 5-15 
 
Maple Leaf 
Appendix 6-1 to 6-8 
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 Edward R. Sajecki 
 Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 
 Prepared By: Darren Bryan, Supervisor Sign Unit 
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  APPENDIX 1-1  

 
 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 
Planning and Building Department 

 
October 27, 2009 
 
FILE: 09-05746 
 
RE: Bell 
 1466 Southdown Road – Ward 2 

 
 
The applicant requests the following variance to section 12 of the Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 
amended. 
 

Section 12 Proposed 
A non-illuminated fascia sign shall be erected 
no higher than the upper limit of the first 
storey of a building with a maximum sign 
area of 0.4 sq. m. (4.3 sq ft). 

One (1) illuminated fascia sign erected higher 
than the upper limit of the first storey with a 
sign area of 1.25 sq. m (13.41 sq. ft.). 

 
COMMENTS: 
 
The proposed variance is for one (1) illuminated fascia sign on a commercial building located in 
a utility zone. In a utility zone, the sign area is restricted and the sign must be non-illuminated. 
The Planning and Building Department have no concerns with the proposed sign area and the 
illumination of the sign, as they would meet the sign provisions for a commercial building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K:\pbdivision\WPDATA\PDC-Signs\2009 PDC Signs\09-04577\01-REPORT.doc 
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SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 
Planning and Building Department 

 
October 27, 2009 
 
FILE: 09-05651 
 
RE: HSBC 
 4550 Hurontario St. – Ward 4 

 
 
The applicant requests the following variances to sections 13 and 17 of the Sign By-law 
0054-2002, as amended. 
 

Section 13 Proposed 
A non-illuminated fascia sign shall be erected 
no higher than the upper limit of the first 
storey of a building with a maximum sign 
area of 0.4 sq. m. (4.3 sq. ft.). 

Five (5) illuminated fascia signs each with a 
sign area greater than 0.4 sq. m. (4.3 sq. ft.). 
Four (4) of which are located above the upper 
limits of the first storey of the building. 

Section 17 Proposed 
A fascia sign shall be erected no higher than 
the upper limit of the first storey of a 
building. 

Four (4) fascia signs located above the upper 
limits of the first storey of the building. 

 
COMMENTS: 
 
The proposed variances are for five fascia signs on a commercial building located in a residential 
zone. In a residential zone, the sign area is restricted and the sign must be non-illuminated. The 
Planning and Building Department do not have any concerns with the proposed sign area and the 
illumination of these signs as they would meet the sign provisions for a commercial building. 
 
The Planning and Building Department does have concerns regarding the four fascia signs that 
are located above the upper limits of the first storey of the building. These signs are quite large 
with minimal text, which is the HSBC new corporate identification. We find the new corporate 
identification acceptable from a design perspective and in keeping with the design of the 
building.  However, we do have concerns should the graphics of the signs are altered by HSBC 
or a new tenant. These alterations may result in advertising or text that is not consistent with the 
design of the building and impact the streetscape of Hurontario Street. 



                                                                                                                                 APPENDIX 2-2  
 

We therefore recommend approval these signs subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The text be limited to 50% of the sign area; 
2. That HSBC agrees to remove the sign boxes if they vacate the premises. 
 

In this regard, HSBC has submitted a letter agreeing to these conditions. (Appendices 1-4 to 1-5). 
The Planning and Building Department therefore finds these variances acceptable. 
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