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DATE: January 27, 2009 

 
TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee 

Meeting Date:  February 17, 2009 
 

FROM: Edward R. Sajecki 
Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 

SUBJECT: Sign By-law 0054-2002, as amended 
Sign Variance Applications 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: That the Report dated January 27, 2009 from the Commissioner of 

Planning and Building regarding Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 
amended, and the requested three (3) Sign Variance Applications 
described in Appendices 1 to 3 to the Report, be adopted in 
accordance with the following: 

 
1. That the following Sign Variances be granted: 

 
(a) Sign Variance Application 08-03059 

Ward 1 
The Pump House Grille Co. 
42 Lakeshore Road East 
 
To permit the following: 
 
(i) A total sign area equal to 23% of the south building 

face. 
 

(ii) Four (4) signs located on the second storey of the 
building provided the third party advertising be 
removed. 
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(iii) One (1) sign located on the first storey of the 
building that projects 106.68 centimetres (3.5 ft) 
from the building wall. 

 
Five (5) signs located on the second storey of the 
building that project 68.58 centimetres (2.25 ft) 
from the building wall. 

 
One (1) sign located on the second storey of the 
building that projects 294.64 centimetres (9.6 ft) 
from the building wall. 

 
 (b) Sign Variance Application 08-03283 

Ward 8 
Rogers Plus 
2116 Burnhamthorpe Road West 
 
To permit the following: 

 
(i) One (1) fascia sign located on the side of a building 

approximately 85m from a residential use. 
 

2. That the following Sign Variance not be granted: 
 

(a) Sign Variance Application 08-03059 
Ward 1 
Pump House Grille Co. 
42 Lakeshore Road East 
 
To permit the following: 

 
(i) Two (2) signs located on the second storey of the 

east building elevation. 
 

(b) Sign Variance Application 08-01136 
Ward 5 
Starbucks Coffee 
5067 Dixie Road 
 
To permit the following: 
 
One (1) pre-menu board for a commercial undertaking at 
a service station. 
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BACKGROUND:  The Municipal Act states that Council may, upon the application of 

any person, authorize minor variances from the Sign By-law if in the 
opinion of Council the general intent and purpose of the By-law is 
maintained. 

 
 
COMMENTS:  The Planning and Building Department has received three (3) Sign 

Variance Applications (see Appendices 1 to 3) for approval by 
Council.  Each application is accompanied by a summary page 
prepared by the Planning and Building Department which includes 
information pertaining to the site location; the applicant's proposal; 
the variance required; an assessment of the merits (or otherwise) of 
the application; and a recommendation on whether the variance 
should or should not be granted. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Not applicable. 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  Council may authorize minor variances from Sign By-law 0054-

2002, as amended, if in the opinion of Council, the general intent 
and purpose of the By-law is maintained.  Sign By-law 0054-2002, 
as amended, was passed pursuant to the Municipal Act.   In this 
respect, there is no process to appeal the decision of Council to the 
Ontario Municipal Board, as in a development application under the 
Planning Act. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  The Pump House Grille Co. 
 Appendix 1-1 to 1-8 
 
 Rogers Plus 
 Appendix 2-1 to 2-6 
 

Starbucks Coffee 
 Appendix 3-1 to 3-5 
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 Edward R. Sajecki 
 Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 Prepared By: Darren Bryan, Supervisor Sign Unit 
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  APPENDIX 3-1  

 
 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 
Planning and Building Department 

 
January 27, 2009 
 
FILE: 08-01136 
 
RE: Starbucks Coffee 
 5067 Dixie Road-Ward 5 

 
 
The applicant requests the following variance to section 13 of the Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 
amended. 
 

Section 13 Proposed 
Pre-menu board is not permitted for a 
commercial undertaking at a service station. 

One (1) pre-menu board for a commercial 
undertaking at a service station. 

 
COMMENTS: 
 
The proposed variance does not comply with the Ontario Building Code which requires that “no 
sign face shall be erected within 600 mm of the vehicular travelled portion of a private 
lane/roadway unless the minimum vertical distance between grade and the bottom of the 
overhanging sign face is at least 4.25 m” (3.15.5.2(2)). The Planning and Building Department 
therefore can not approve the variance.   
 
 
 
 
K:\pbdivision\WPDATA\PDC-Signs\2008 PDC Signs\08-01136\01-report.doc 
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