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DATE:

April 14, 2008

TO:

Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee
Meeting Date: April 28, 2008

FROM:

Edward R. Sajecki
Commissioner of Planning and Building

SUBJECT:

Growing the Greenbelt – Consultation 2008

RECOMMENDATION: That the report titled “Growing the Greenbelt – Consultation 2008”
dated April 14, 2008 from the Commissioner of Planning and
Building, be forwarded by the City Clerk to the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing, the Region of Peel, the City of Brampton and the
Town of Caledon.

BACKGROUND:

The Greenbelt Plan and Greenbelt boundary were established under
the Greenbelt Act in 2005. The Greenbelt, as shown in Appendix 1, is
a broad band of permanently protected land that includes 700,000
hectares (1.8 million acres) extending 325 km (200 miles) from the
eastern end of the Oak Ridges Moraine to the Niagara River. It
includes some of the most threatened environmentally sensitive and
agricultural lands in the region. In addition to protecting agricultural
and environmentally sensitive lands, the Greenbelt Plan improves the
linkages between these sensitive areas and the surrounding major lake
systems and watersheds. To this end, the Greenbelt Plan recognizes
the natural heritage system is connected to systems beyond the
Greenbelt. It identifies external connections to Lake Ontario, two of
which are the Credit River and the Etobicoke Creek. The external
connections are not part of the Greenbelt and, as such, the Greenbelt
Act does not apply to Mississauga.
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Since the Greenbelt was created in 2005, development pressures have
been experienced in areas beyond it, resulting in a “leapfrog effect”.
In February, 2007, the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance released the 2nd
Greenbelt Report Card which, for the second year in a row,
recommended expanding the Greenbelt into areas experiencing the
leapfrog effect such as Simcoe, Northumberland and Wellington
Counties and Waterloo Region.
In addition, the Greenbelt Council, in February, 2007, provided an
advisory letter to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
expressing concern that there may be countryside areas beyond the
Greenbelt which exhibit pressures, conditions or other circumstances
which warrant extending the protection of the Greenbelt, and
requested the Minister to develop criteria for expanding the Greenbelt.
In July, 2007, the Greenbelt Council specifically recommended
expansion of the Greenbelt to provide protection for the water quality
of Lake Simcoe. Specific to Lake Simcoe, the Province has
committed to developing legislation, the Lake Simcoe Protection Act,
to protect Lake Simcoe’s water quality.
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, with other provincial
ministries, have developed draft criteria, for public consideration, to
evaluate potential municipal requests to expand the Greenbelt. The
draft criteria were posted on the Environmental Registry with
comments due by April 30, 2008.
The Greenbelt Act allows only the Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing to propose amendments to the Plan and any amendments
shall not have the effect of reducing the Greenbelt area. Any
expansion to the Greenbelt requires Cabinet approval. The Act also
requires a comprehensive policy review of the Greenbelt Plan every
10 years. Consultation on the draft criteria for expanding the
Greenbelt is not intended to replace the 10-year review, or limit the
ability of the Minister to propose any other amendments to the Plan.
The six draft criteria for evaluating municipal requests for expanding
the Greenbelt are:

Planning and Development Committee

-3-

File: LA.07.BIL
April 14, 2008

1. In terms of process and consultation, the municipal request
should:
- be supported by all levels of municipal councils affected
by the proposed expansion ( i.e. regional, county, singletier) and there should be consensus among upper and
lower-tiers;
- identify the geographic area for expansion consideration;
- show that council has engaged the community; and
- provide supporting rational.
2. The proposed expansion must meet the main purpose of the
Greenbelt Plan:
- consistent with the Greenbelt vision and goals; and
- to protect environmentally sensitive and agricultural
lands while meeting the needs of growing communities.
3. Greenbelt additions should be logical extensions to the
Greenbelt and not create isolated patches.
4. The proposed expansion should connect to and build upon the
framework established for the Protected Countryside, taking
into consideration whether the expansion is:
- based on provincial-scale systems approach; and
- build upon the Greenbelt’s natural heritage, agricultural
and water resources systems.
5. The proposed expansion should complement the Provincial
Growth Plan and the municipalities’ efforts to bring their
Official Plan into conformity with the Growth Plan.
6. The request for expansion should complement and support
ongoing provincial initiatives such as Source Water Protection
Plans and broader transportation and transit planning.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Not applicable
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CONCLUSION:

The six draft criteria developed by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing to consider potential municipal requests for expanding
the Greenbelt are consistent with the vision and goals of the Greenbelt
Plan and should be supported.

ATTACHMENTS:

APPENDIX 1: “Growing the Greenbelt February 2008 Consultation”
Provincial publication

Original Signed By:
Edward R. Sajecki
Commissioner of Planning and Building
Prepared By: Mary Bracken, Environmental Planner
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