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DATE: November 13, 2007 
 

TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee 
Meeting Date:  December 3, 2007 

 
FROM: Edward R. Sajecki 

Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 

SUBJECT: Sign By-law 0054-2002, as amended 
Sign Variance Applications  

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: That the Report dated November 13, 2007 from the Commissioner 

of Planning and Building regarding Sign By- law 0054-2002, as 
amended, and the requested four (4) Sign Variance Applications 
described in Appendices 1 to 4 to the Report, be adopted in 
accordance with the following: 

 
1. That the following Sign Variances be granted: 

 
(a) Sign Variance Application 07-05290 

Ward 1 
Runnymede Development Corporation 
2040 Dundas Street East 
 
To permit the following: 
 
(i) An addition to an existing ground sign creating a 

total sign area of 17.12 sq. m. per sign face. 
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(b)  Sign Variance Application 07-06741 
Ward 1 
Window Land 
899 Lakeshore Road East 
 
To permit the following: 

 
(i) One (1) fascia sign located above the upper limits of 

the first storey. 
 

 (c)  Sign Variance Application 07-07599 
Ward 9 
WC-410 Developments Limited – Bell Distribution 
Centre 
3021 Argentia Road, Unit P-06 
 
To permit the following: 

 
(i) One (1) fascia sign on the rear elevation of the 

building which does not face a parking lot or a 
driveway. 

 
2. That the following Sign Variance not be granted: 

 
 (a)  Sign Variance Application 05-07534 

 Ward 4 
 BDO 
 1 City Centre Drive 
 
 To permit the following: 
 
 (i) A fifth fascia sign located between the limits of the 

top floor and the parapet/roof level. 
 
 

BACKGROUND:  The Municipal Act states that Council may, upon the application of 
any person, authorize minor variances from the Sign By-law if in the 
opinion of Council the general intent and purpose of the By- law is 
maintained. 

 
 
COMMENTS:  The Planning and Building Department has received four (4) Sign 

Variance Applications (see Appendix 1 to 4) for approval by 
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Council.  Each application is accompanied by a summary page 
prepared by the Planning and Building Department which includes 
information pertaining to the site location; the applicant's proposal; 
the variance required; an assessment of the merits (or otherwise) of 
the application; and a recommendation on whether the variance 
should or should not be granted. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Not applicable. 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  Council may authorize minor variances from Sign By-law 0054-

2002, as amended, if in the opinion of Council, the general intent 
and purpose of the By- law is maintained.  Sign By-law 0054-2002, 
as amended, was passed pursuant to the Municipal Act.   In this 
respect, there is no process to appeal the decision of Council to the 
Ontario Municipal Board, as in a development application under the 
Planning Act . 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS :  Runnymede Development Corporation 
 Appendix 1-1 to 1-6 
 
 Window Land 
 Appendix 2-1 to 2-6 
 
 WC-410 Developments Limited – Bell Distribution Centre 
 Appendix 3-1 to 3-6 
 
 BDO 
 Appendix 4-1 to 4-8 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 Edward R. Sajecki 
 Commissioner of Planning and Building 
 
 Prepared By: Darren Bryan, Supervisor Sign Unit 
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  APPENDIX 1-1  

 

 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 

Planning and Building Department 

 

November 6, 2007 

 

FILE: 07-05290 

 

RE: Runnymede Development Corporation 

 2040 Dundas Street East - Ward 1 

 
 

The applicant requests the following variance to section 13, Table 3 of the Sign By-law 

0054-2002, as amended. 

 

Section 13 Table 3 Proposed 

Maximum permitted sign area of 15 sq. m. 

per sign face.  

An addition to an existing ground sign creating 

a total sign area of 17.12 sq. m. per sign face.  

 

COMMENTS: 

 

The additional sign area is to accommodate an electronic message board. The increase in sign 

area is minimal and the overall height of the sign meets the provision of the Sign By-law. The 

intent of the Sign By-law is to use of electronic message boards on ground signs to replace the 

need for mobile signs on commercial properties. The Planning and Building Department 

therefore finds the variance to be acceptable from a design perspective. 
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  APPENDIX 2-1  

 

 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 

Planning and Building Department 

 

November 6, 2007 

 

FILE: 07-06741 

 

RE: Window Land 

 899 Lakeshore Road East - Ward 1 

 
 

The applicant requests the following variance to section 13 of the Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 

amended. 

 

Section 13 Proposed 

Permits fascia signs to be located no higher 

than the upper limits of the first storey.   

One fascia sign located above the upper limits 

of the first storey.  

 

COMMENTS: 

 

Although the proposed fascia sign is slightly above the limits of the first storey, the size and 

location of the sign is in keeping with the design of the building. The Planning and Building 

Department therefore find the proposed variance acceptable from a design perspective. 
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  APPENDIX 3-1   

 

 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 

Planning and Building Department 

 

November 6, 2007 

 

FILE: 07-07599 

 

RE: WC-410 Developments Limited – Bell Distribution Centre 

 3021 Argentia Road, Unit P-06  -  Ward  9 

 
 

The applicant requests the following variance to section 13 of the Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 

amended. 

 

Section 13 Proposed 

A fascia sign is permitted on the rear 

elevation of the building which faces a 

parking lot or driveway. 

One (1) fascia sign on the rear elevation of the 

building which does not face a parking lot or a 

driveway. 

 

COMMENTS: 

 

The proposed variance is for a fascia sign on the rear elevation of the unit facing an existing gas 

station site. The building is sited along Argentia Road with a minimal setback from the property 

line which has allowed the rear elevation of the building to be exposed to Argentia Road through 

the gas station site. The proposed variance permits the public travelling westbound along 

Argentia Road to identify the business and the closest entrance to the site. The Planning and 

Building Department therefore finds the variance to be acceptable from a design perspective.  

 

Please note that a similar variance was recently approved for this particular development. 
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  APPENDIX 4-1  

 

 

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION REPORT 

Planning and Building Department 

 

November 6, 2007 

 

FILE: 05-07534 

 

RE: BDO 

 1 City Centre Drive - Ward 4 

 
 

The applicant requests the following variance to section 13 of the Sign By-law 0054-2002, as 

amended. 

 

Section 13 Proposed 

Permits two (2) additional fascia signs per 

building located between the limits of the top 

floor and the parapet/roof level. 

A fifth fascia sign located between the limits of 

the top floor and the parapet/roof level.  

 

PREVIOUS COMMENTS (June 11, 2007 PDC meeting): 

 

There are four existing fascia signs at the top of the building for CIBC. BDO is one of many 

tenants of the building. The proposed sign adds no aesthetic value to the building and would set 

precedents for other tenants of the building to request the same. The Planning and Building 

Department therefore cannot support the variance from a design perspective. 

 

COMMENTS: 

 

On June 11, 2007, the Planning and Development Committee deferred the decision on this sign 

variance application until the Ward Councillor met with staff to discuss the matter. The Planning 

and Building Department met with the Ward Councillor and reviewed the proposed variance 

application. However, there were no conclusions from these discussions that would change the 

staff’s recommendation.  It was therefore agreed to bring the recommendation back to Planning 

and Development Committee for a final decision. 
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