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LA.07.PRO 

DATE: December 12, 2006 

TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee 

Meeting Date:  January 8, 2007 

FROM: Edward R. Sajecki 

Commissioner of Planning and Building 

SUBJECT: Delegation of Planning Responsibilities by the Region of Peel -

Pursuant to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Region of Peel be requested to enact a By-law to delegate to 

the City of Mississauga the planning responsibilities assigned by the 

Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, pursuant to Section 

5.4.2.4 of the Growth Plan: growth forecasts; intensification targets 

and density targets for urban growth centre; density targets for 

designated greenfield areas and policy directions that cross municipal 

boundaries; and further, that the report titled “Delegation of Planning 

Responsibilities by the Region of Peel -Pursuant to the Growth Plan 

for the Greater Golden Horseshoe” dated December 12, 2006 from the 

Commissioner of Planning and Building be forwarded, by the City 

Clerk, to the Region of Peel, City of Brampton and Town of Caledon. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: On June 16, 2006, the Province released the final “Places To Grow - 

Better Choices. Brighter Future - Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe”, hereafter referred to as “the Growth Plan”. 

 

Mississauga previously commented on various drafts of the Plan and 

related legislation since 2004.  On January 18, 2006, City Council 

adopted the recommendations of the report titled “Places To Grow - 

Better Choices. Brighter Future - Proposed Growth Plan for the  

Greater Golden Horseshoe” dated December 13, 2005 from the 

Commissioner of Planning and Building, and the following: 
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“That a resolution be prepared for Council, requesting that the 

planning responsibilities be delegated to large municipalities with 

population of over 100,000 and further, that the Commissioner of 

Planning and Building, together with a member of council, meet with 

Provincial representatives to discuss Mississauga's concerns.” 

 

This resulted in Resolution 0007-2006 being adopted, which, among 

other matters, stated: 

 

“That the Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal be requested to 

amend the Proposed Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe 

to include large, lower-tier municipalities, such as Mississauga, in the 

preparation of sub-area assessments, and to provide upper-tier 

municipalities the authority to delegate the planning responsibilities 

assigned to them by the Proposed Growth Plan to lower-tier 

municipalities; and that the Region of Peel be requested to support 

this resolution and to advise the Minister of Public Infrastructure 

Renewal with respect to delegating the planning responsibilities 

assigned to it by the Proposed Growth Plan to the local area 

municipalities…” 

 

The complete resolution is contained in Appendix 1. 

 

Subsequently, Regional Council, on March 9, 2006, adopted the 

recommendation of the attached report (Appendix 2) dated February 

17, 2006 titled “Planning Policy and Research, Places to Grow – Area 

Municipal and Region of Peel Collaboration” from the Regional 

Commissioner of Planning which states in part: 

 

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minister of Public 

Infrastructure Renewal be requested to amend the Proposed Growth 

Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe to include all affected 

municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area and Hamilton in the 

preparation of sub-area assessments, and to provide upper-tier 

municipalities the authority to delegate the planning responsibilities 

assigned to them by the Proposed Growth Plan to lower-tier 

municipalities in accordance with the cooperative principles of their 

respective Regional Official Plans.” 
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PRESENT STATUS: The Growth Plan was approved by the Lieutenant Governor in 

Council and took effect on June 16, 2006.  The Province recognized 

the requests of the Councils of the City of Mississauga and Region of 

Peel by amending the Proposed Growth Plan to incorporate a new 

Section, 5.4.2.4, which states that, if at the time the Growth Plan 

comes into effect, a lower-tier municipality’s population is greater 

than 50% of the population of the upper-tier municipality, the upper-

tier municipality may assign some or all of its responsibilities, 

pursuant to the policies of the Plan, to the applicable lower-tier 

municipality, provided that the applicable allocations and targets are 

met at the regional or county level. 

 

 

COMMENTS: 1. Response of the Growth Plan 

 

Based on the 2006 population, Mississauga has approximately 58% of 

the total population of Peel Region.  Consequently, Peel Region may 

delegate some or all of the responsibilities explicitly assigned to it by 

the Growth Plan in accordance with Section 5.4.2.4.  These 

responsibilities are: 

 

• growth forecasts; 

• intensification targets and density targets for urban growth centres; 

• density targets for designated greenfield areas; and 

• policy direction on matters that cross municipal boundaries. 

 

The report titled “Region and Area Municipal Planning 

Responsibilities” dated September 25, 2006 from the Commissioner 

of Planning and Building identified that resolution of the shared 

responsibilities was tied, in part, to the implementation of the Growth 

Plan.  The Region and Area Municipalities are currently undertaking 

studies to implement the requirements of the Growth Plan. 

 

Discussion is required to formulate protocols and interrelated planning 

work programs among the Region and the Area Municipalities to 

ensure that duplication is minimized and that, wherever feasible, the 

area municipalities lead the process of the Growth Plan 

implementation within their geographic areas.  Consequently, the 

issue of delegating planning responsibilities by the Region to 

Mississauga needs to be addressed at this time to allow for the 

development of the work programs. 
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In view of the foregoing, the resolutions of Councils of the Region of 

Peel and City of Mississauga, and the response of the Growth Plan to 

them, it is recommended that Mississauga request the Region of Peel 

to delegate to Mississauga the responsibilities in accordance with 

Section 5.4.2.4 of the Growth Plan. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The additional planning responsibilities, if delegated, will be carried 

out by existing staff with no anticipated financial impact. 

 

CONCLUSION: The Growth Plan was revised to respond to the requests of the 

Councils of the City of Mississauga and Region of Peel to provide 

upper-tier municipalities the authority to delegate selected planning 

responsibilities assigned to them by the Proposed Growth Plan to 

lower-tier municipalities.  The City of Mississauga meets the criterion 

of the Growth Plan for this delegation to take place.  The delegation of 

planning responsibilities will further reduce duplication and allow for 

the development of the interrelated planning work programs among 

the Region and Area Municipalities to implement the Plan.  The 

planning responsibilities which are proposed for delegation constitute 

all of the responsibilities which may be delegated in accordance with 

the Growth Plan, and is the best that can be achieved at this time. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: APPENDIX 1: 

APPENDIX 2: 

 

 

 

Resolution 0007-2006 (City of Mississauga). 

Planning Policy and Research Places to Grow – Area 

Municipal and Region of Peel Collaboration dated 

February 17, 2006 from the Regional Commissioner 

of Planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

    Original Signed By: 

Edward R. Sajecki 

Commissioner of Planning and Building 

 

 Prepared By:  Ron Miller, Acting Manager, Long Range Planning 
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