
Clerk’s Files  

 

Corporate 
Report 

Originator’s 
Files 

 
 

LA.09.OAK 

DATE: April 25, 2006 

TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee 
Meeting Date: May 15, 2006  

FROM: Edward R. Sajecki  
Commissioner of Planning and Building 

SUBJECT: Town of Oakville Five-Year Official Plan Review  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the report titled “Town of Oakville Five-Year Official Plan 

Review” dated April 25, 2006 from the Commissioner of Planning and 
Building, be received. 

 
BACKGROUND: This report is part of an ongoing program to update City Council on 

significant planning initiatives in adjacent municipalities. 
 
The Planning Act requires that municipalities hold a special meeting, 
not less frequently than every five years, to determine the need for 
official plan revision. 
 
The Town of Oakville is currently undertaking a review of its official 
plan, as directed by Town Council on June 27, 2005.   
 
On November 14, 2005, Town of Oakville Council was presented with 
a preliminary Issues List containing 62 issues identified by staff for 
consideration as part of the Official Plan Review process.   
 
Key issues to be addressed through the Official Plan Review include:  
• introduction of growth management policies; 
• preparation of new policies to guide residential and employment 

intensification and infill; 
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• ensuring that the official plan contains appropriate policies for 

directing growth, development and conservation; and 
• incorporating results of background studies. 
 
Subsequently, on December 1, 2005, a community workshop was held 
to gather public input on the Issues List.  Mississauga City staff 
attended this public workshop to keep informed of this significant 
planning initiative.     
 
Based on input received, Town of Oakville staff consolidated the 
Issues List and prepared a Preliminary Directions Report, dated March 
2006 (see Appendix 1), which sets out strategies for the review.     
 
A public Open House was held on March 8, 2006 to present the 
Preliminary Directions Report.   
 
Town of Oakville Council will consider a comprehensive Directions 
Report in May 2006.  This report will incorporate comments received 
on the Preliminary Directions Report, will set directions for the 
Official Plan Review, and outline key policy initiatives that will form 
the basis for new Official Plan policies.       
 
During 2006, Town staff will complete major studies, including the 
Residential and Employment Intensification Study.  Policy papers will 
be presented to the public sometime in early 2007, with the entire 
Official Plan Review process anticipated to take two and a half years.    

 
 

COMMENTS: The Preliminary Directions Report, dated March 2006, focused on 11 
priority areas, including:   
 
• Growth Management:  Entails the consideration of growth policies 

that consider greenfield, infill and intensification.  It is also 
proposed that the review incorporate the built boundary referred to 
by the Proposed Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 
delineate the Town’s Urban Growth Centre and intensification 
areas, and establish minimum density/intensification targets.  
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• Intensification:  It is proposed that policies related to 

intensification be developed through a Residential and 
Employment Intensification Study.  The study will identify areas 
that are appropriate and those that are not appropriate for 
intensification.  It will also provide recommendations on built 
form, density and height to ensure land use compatibility.  
Locational criteria for high and medium density development will 
be assessed. 

 
• Environment:  Environmental policies are to be refined and 

clarified.  Amendments may include incorporating stormwater 
management policies that respond to the  emphasis on 
intensification.  Policies that support renewable  energy sources, 
and require sustainable site and green building design are also 
being contemplated. 

 
• Transportation:  It is proposed that the review of transportation 

policies incorporate transportation demand management, and 
update policies for cycleways and trails.      

 
• Urban Design:  The review proposes to incorporate urban design 

guidelines into the Town’s Official Plan to promote 
intensification, land use compatibility and good urban design.    

 
• Provincial Planning Initiatives:  Ensuring that Oakville’s Official 

Plan reflects recent Provincial planning reforms, it is proposed that 
the review incorporate changes to the Planning Act, the new 
Provincial Policy Statement, Greenbelt Plan, final Growth Plan 
for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, and Bill 51 - Planning and 
Conservation Land Statute Law Amendment Act, 2005     

 
Other priority areas identified by the Preliminary Directions Report 
include the Official Plan’s goals and objectives, and policies related to  
employment lands, commercial uses and heritage resources.   

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: Not Applicable   
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CONCLUSION: Mississauga City staff will continue to monitor progress on the Town 

of Oakville’s Official Plan Review, and will keep City Council 
informed of policy changes which may have implications for  
Mississauga.       
 

ATTACHMENTS: APPENDIX 1: Official Plan Review - Preliminary Directions Report 
dated March 2006 from the Town of Oakville 
Planning Services Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Edward R. Sajecki 
Commissioner of Planning and Building 
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